

Publication Date: Wednesday, August 5, 2026
STATE OF MAINE
NOTICE OF STATE AGENCY RULEMAKING

PUBLIC INPUT FOR RULES A list of state agency rule proposals is published here each Wednesday. You can get a copy of a proposed rule by contacting the person listed in the notice. You can comment on a proposed rule by submitting a written comment to the agency or by attending the public hearing, if one is scheduled. If no hearing is scheduled, you can request one.  The agency must hold a hearing if it receives 5 or more requests.  If you have a disability and need assistance to participate in a hearing, you should tell the agency at least 7 days before the hearing. ONLINE INFORMATION Weekly notices, full text of adopted rules, and a list of agency rulemaking contacts are available at this website: 

https://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/rules/index.html
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AGENCY: Department of Health and Human Services, Division of Licensing and Certification
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 150, Charity Care and Financial Assistance Programs Rule
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P180
BRIEF SUMMARY: The current rule in force has not been updated since 2007. This rulemaking updates the current rule in force to comply with the significant changes caused by the enactment of PL 2025 c. 488 and also a previous statutory revision in 2017. This proposed rule will repeal and replace the rule in force, and includes changes to definitions, application and eligibility requirements, patient notices and publication requirements, appeal and complaint procedures, payment plans and bill disputes, and enforcement actions.   
PUBLIC HEARING: Tuesday, August 25, 2026 1-3 pm, 109 Capitol St, Augusta, ME; Conference Room Maine A and B.
COMMENT DEADLINE: Friday, September 4, 2026, 5 pm
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Jonathan Leach, Compliance Manager
Division of Licensing and Certification, 41 Anthony Ave., 11 SHS, Augusta ME 04330
(207) 441-4998
(207) 287-5807
Maine Relay 711
Jonathan.h.leach@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different): N/A
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): N/A
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: PL 2025, c. 488; 22 M.R.S. §§ 1715, 1716, and 1716-A.
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): PL 2025 c. 488. 
AGENCY WEBSITE: https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/about/rulemaking 
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: Emily.A.Cathcart@maine.gov 


AGENCY: Department of Marine Resources 
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 13-188 C.M.R. Ch. 11 Scallops [2026-2027 Season]
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P181
BRIEF SUMMARY: This proposed rulemaking establishes the 2026-2027 scallop fishing season.  All dates specified are inclusive. For Zone 1, a 60-day season for draggers is proposed from December 7, 2026 to March 18, 2027.  For Zone 1, a 60-day season for divers is proposed from December 2, 2026 to April 30, 2027. For Zone 2, a 70-day season for draggers is proposed from December 1, 2026 to March 30, 2027. For Zone 2, a 70-day season for divers is proposed from November 18, 2026 to April 24, 2027.  For Zone 3, a 50-day season for draggers is proposed from December 1, 2026 to February 28, 2027. For Zone 3, a 50-day season for divers is proposed from December 2, 2026 to February 26, 2027. The following areas would remain limited access: Outer Western Casco Bay, Sheepscot River, Damariscotta River, and Muscle Ridge. The following areas would remain targeted closures: Lower Muscle Ridge, Upper Sheepscot River, New Meadows River, Card Cove and Beals-Jonesport Bridge. This rulemaking also proposes limited access areas for Eastern Casco Bay in Zone 1, and Gouldsboro and Dyers Bays in Zone 2.  Targeted closures for recovery and rebuilding are proposed for Skillings River and Casco Passage in Zone 2. Whiting and Dennys Bays would be open as specified by Zone 3 calendars, except they would be closed to dragging on Wednesdays.  It is proposed that the meat count for Cobscook be decreased from 35 to 30 meats per pint. The rotational management plan for 2026-2027 proposes the following: Rotation C (Third) would be restricted to scallop harvesting by hand (diving); Rotation A (First) would be restricted to scallop harvesting by dredge gear.; and Rotation B (Second) would be closed to all harvest.
[bookmark: _Hlk219288834]PUBLIC HEARING:  Tuesday, August 25, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. – Machias Bank Community Room, 4 Center Street, Machias ME; Thursday, August 27, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. – DMR Conference Room 118, Marquardt Building, 32 Blossom Lane, Augusta ME and remotely via Microsoft Teams. Remote access information is posted to https://www.maine.gov/dmr/home under meetings.
COMMENT DEADLINE: Sunday, September 6, 2026
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Name: Aurora Burgess
[bookmark: _Hlk219101151]Mailing Address: 21 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333
Telephone Number: 207-592-0295
Fax Number: 207-624-6024
TTY Number: 877-243-2823, TTY 711
Email Address: DMR.rulemaking@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT: Same
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES: None
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 12 M.R.S. §§ 6171, 6722
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED: Same
AGENCY WEBSITE: https://www.maine.gov/dmr/rules-enforcement/regulations-rules 
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: dmr.rulemaking@maine.gov 

[bookmark: ][bookmark: ][bookmark: _Hlk124326626][bookmark: _Hlk175658805][bookmark: _Hlk175657783]Adoptions

AGENCY: Maine Public Employees Retirement System
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 94-411 C.M.R. Ch. 410, Retirees Returning to Work
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-178

CONCISE SUMMARY:

This chapter places restrictions on retirees reemployment while receiving a MainePERS retirement benefit. The adopted repeal and replacement rule narrows  those restrictions to only those otherwise required by law, including only applying restrictions to retirees returning to work with the same employer, incorporates information on early distribution taxes and clarifies the language of the rule. 

EFFECTIVE DATE:  Monday, August 3, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Bill Brown, Director, Actuarial and Legislative Affairs
Agency Name: Maine Public Employees Retirement System
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 349, Augusta, ME 04332
Telephone Number: 1-800-451-9800 or (207) 512-3100
Email Address:  


AGENCY: Maine Public Employees Retirement System
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 94-411 C.M.R. Ch. 602, Procedure for Contract Awards
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-179

CONCISE SUMMARY:

This Chapter outlines the procedure that may be used in selecting a contractor to provide deliverables to MainePERS. The adopted amended rule provides clarifications about the applicability of the rule, conforms to updated practices and updates language for clarity and accuracy. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Monday, August 3, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Bill Brown, Director of Actuarial and Legislative Affairs
Agency Name: Maine Public Employees Retirement System
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 349, Augusta, ME 04332
Telephone Number: 1-800-451-9800 or (207) 512-3100
Email Address:  


AGENCY: Maine Public Employees Retirement System
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 94-411 C.M.R. Ch. 703, Advisory Rulings
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-180

CONCISE SUMMARY:

This Chapter establishes the procedures for the submission, consideration and disposition for requests for advisory rulings as required by 5 M.R.S. § 9001. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Monday, August 3, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Bill Brown, Director of Actuarial and Legislative Affairs
Agency Name: Maine Public Employees Retirement System
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 349, Augusta, ME 04332
Telephone Number: 1-800-451-9800 or (207) 512-3100
Email Address:  


[bookmark: _Hlk213059876][bookmark: _Hlk213059067]AGENCY: Department of Health and Human Services, Office for Family Independence
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 10-144 C.M.R. Chapter 331, Public Assistance Manual (Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF))[Maximum Benefit and Standard of Need Chart TANF Rule #127A – COLA Updates]
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-181

CONCISE SUMMARY:

[bookmark: _Hlk205374663]The Department adopts routine technical updates to 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 331; Public Assistance Manual Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) consistent with legislative changes made to 22 M.R.S. § 3769-C(1)(D) made by P.L. 2023, Ch. 622, § 2. 22 M.R.S. § 3769-C(1)(D) requires that the Department to update the Appendix Chart, pages 2-4, to increase the Standard of Need and Maximum Grant, each October based on the Cost-of-Living Increase, if any, used by the Social Security Administration (SSA) for that year. The adopted rule updates the Standard of Need and Maximum Grant for federal year 2027, using the SSA COLA increase. The adopted rule changes are effective October 1, 2026. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Wednesday, August 5, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Alexandria Lauritzen, TANF Program Manager 
Agency Name: DHHS-Office for Family Independence
Mailing Address: 109 Capitol Street, Augusta, ME 04333-0011
Telephone Number: (207) 215-7496
Email Address: Alexandria.Lauritzen@maine.gov 
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